Brief History of
Rotary



Rotary International
Founder Paul Harris

February 1905
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1896

w Harris arrives in Chicago and starts
the practice of law. He becomes one
of Chicago's outstanding attorneys.
An early client is a man named
Silvester Schiele who needed an
attorney to collect a $10.00 debt
owed to him.

w Due to Ill health he no longer
practices law after the early 1930's.
But the firm of Harris, Dodds and
Brownwent on for many years and
the succeeding law firm has the
same phone number yet today
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1900

Paul Harris Is inspired to start an
organization where men of different
professions could gather in fellowship.

He spends some five years considering this
nossibility.




239 February 1905

w Thursday evening23 February 1905
in Chicago

w Paul P. Harris, fresh from a wild five
years footloose and four years
building a successful law practice, had
an idea... It was regarding
observations of success and respect
which could come from organizing
professional acquaintances.

w He had given this much thought by the
time he and Silvester Schielavalked
over to Gus Loehr's office, in Room
711that cold winter night in 1905,
almost 9 years from his arrival in
Chicago.
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February 1905

A Several weeks later, Schiele was elected the
first president of Rotaryas a courtesy since
the meeting was held in his office.

A Harris suggested several names, one of them
being "Rotary."
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1910

A Harris is elected the first president of the
newly formed "National Association of Rotary
Clubs" meeting in Chicagp15-17 August, with
sixteen clubs in Rotary.

A Paul Harris served two terms.
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1917¢ Arch CKlumph

In 1917, Arch C. klumphcw 2 0 I NB Q& &

President, proposed to the rotary

Convention in Atlanta, Georgia the

creation of an
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purpose of doing good in the World In

charitable, educational and other avenues
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THE BIRTH OF

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION.

A few months later, the endowment
received its first donation of $26.50 from

The Rotary Club of Kansas City.




The Rotary Foundation

was formally named in
1928

and awarded its first
grant

in 1929:
US$500 to the
International

Society for Crippled
Children.




The Four-Way Test
of the things we think, say or do

1. Is it the truth?
2. Is it fair to all concerned?
3. Will it build goodwill and better friendships?

4. Will it be beneficial to all concerned?

The 4 way test was adopted
by

Rotary international in the
January Of 1943
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27" January 1947

wAfter a many years of ill health,

ROTARY FOUNDER PAUL HAR
DIES.

w Mr. Harris founded Rotary in 1905, and
since then had seen it grow from a single
club with a few members in Chicago to
5,638 clubs in 75 countries with more than
259,000 members.
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The Health, Hunger and

Humanity
(3-H) Grants progra
created in 1978, has - de
possible a wide range off WP 48
sustainable develop f‘f“\" R
projects, | el
such as the nationwide

literacy effortin = %

Bangladesh.









